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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 


1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 20 and 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 20 recites the limitation "the display device" in lines 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claim 34 recites the limitation "the database" in line 13 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claim 23 contains the trademark/trade name "Java™". Where a trademark or trade name 
is used in a claim as a limitation to identify or describe a particular material or product, the claim 
does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. Ex parte Simpson, 
218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 1 982). The claim scope is uncertain since the trademark or trade 
name cannot be used properly to identify any particular material or product. A trademark or trade 
name is used to identify a source of goods, and not the goods themselves. Thus, a trademark or 
trade name does not identify or describe the goods associated with the trademark or trade name. 
In the present case, the trademark/trade name is used to identify/describe a source of data 
processing products and, accordingly, the identification/description is indefinite. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,507,351 to Bixler. 

Referring to claim 1, Bixler discloses an apparatus for displaying screen saver views 
generated by a computer application operating in a screen saver mode with a storage medium 
and a processor coupled to the storage. See Fig. 1,101 (Central Processor Unit with Data 
Storage Memory). Bixler discloses (a) monitoring the apparatus for detecting inputs from a 
command entry device. The apparatus of Bixler (b) determines whether a timeout period of 
inactivity has been exceeded, and (c) in response to step (b), executes an application in a screen 
saver mode. See col. 7, lines 17-21. The application of Bixler is a program that is fully 
functional in a full application mode and that is less than fully functional in a screen saver mode. 
The application creates images for presentation on a display screen in the screen saver mode. 
See col. 2, lines 6-15 and col. 3, lines 1-12, which describe several applications that may be 
implemented and fully functional in a full application mode, such as e-mail, scheduling and 
appointment data, web-site content, etc., and is displayed less than fully functional in a screen 
saver mode. 
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Referring to claim 14, Bixler discloses a wireless communication device (PDA), 
comprising a receiver, a memory storing data, and a display screen. See col. 2, lines 46-51 and 
Fig. 1, 101. Bixler discloses at least one application stored in the memory having at least one 
handle executing the at least one application in a screen saver mode when the at least one handle 
is selected, the at least one application creating images for presentation on the display screen in 
the screen saver mode, and a screen saver program stored in the memory that .during operation of 
the screen saver program, selects the at least one application handle. See col. 2, lines 32 - col. 3, 
line 12. 

Referring to claim 2, Bixler describes that the apparatus may be any computer device 
having a display, including a PDA, which is a wireless communication device. See col. 2, lines 
46-51. 

Referring to claims 3 and 15, the apparatus of Bixler further contains a carousel stored in 
the storage medium, and an application handle stored in the carousel ("display cycle"), the 
handle being associated with the application and executing the application in the screen saver 
mode. See col. 7, lines 32-55, which describes how several applications are displayed through 
the "display cycle". Each application must contain a handle to be identified. 

Referring to claims 4 and 16, the carousel ("display cycle") of Bixler contains a database 
stored in the storage medium containing the application handle and rules for Selecting the 
application handle. See col. 7, lines 2-7. 

Referring to claims 5 and 17, the rules of Bixler are definable by a user of the apparatus. 
See col. 7, line 34, which describes how the duration, frequency, and order are user-selected. 
Also, see col. 7, lines 44-47. 
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Referring to claims 6 and 18, the rules of Bixler comprise default rules. See Figs. 7-14, 
which show the set-up menus, which have options that are initialized to default settings. 

Referring to claims 7 and 19, the database of Bixler further contains application 
execution parameters associated with the handle, wherein the application is executed in the 
screen saver mode according to the parameters associated with the handle selected for executing 
the application. See col. 7, lines 32-55, which describe how the applications are displayed 
according to selected display characteristics (parameters). 

Referring to claims 8 and 20, the application additionally has another handle comprising 
different execution parameters. For example, see col. 11, lines 14-46, which describe how the 
different parameters (characteristics) may be accessed. 

Referring to claims 9-10 and 21, the apparatus of Bixler is in communication with a 
network (i.e. Internet) and displays current information generated by the application operating in 
the screen saver mode based on data received from the network, and the images are continually 
updated in response to data received from the network. For example, see col. 3, lines 58-64. 

Referring to claim 22, the one of the parameters of Bixler that is associated with the 
network application is a uniform resource locator (URL). See col. 10, lines 14-16. 

Referring to claim 23, the device of Bixler is a Java™ enables platform (i.e. laptop or 
PDA) and the at least one application is written for operation in a Java™ type architectural 
model. See col. 6, line 43, which describes how an application may be for a web browser, which 
are Java™ enabled. 

Referring to claim 1 1, the processor of Bixler further performs the step of (d) executing at 
least one additional application in a corresponding screen saver mode, the at least one additional 
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application being a program that is fully functional in a corresponding full application mode and 
that is less than fully functional in a corresponding screen saver mode, the at least one additional 
application creating images for presentation on the display screen in the corresponding screen 
saver mode. See col. 2, lines 34-39, which describes several applications that are displayed in a 
screen saver mode. 

Referring to claim 12, Bixler discloses that the processor cycles between performing 
steps (c) and (d) according to an order. See col. 7, lines 32-55. 

Referring to claim 13, the order of Bixler comprises rules fro scheduling the execution of 
applications in their respective screen saver modes. See col. 7, lines 44-47. 

Referring to claim 24, Bixler discloses a method of creating screen saver displays on a 

display device, the device having a display screen, and a storage medium. See Fig. 1, 101 and 

103. The device of Bixler has a screen saver computer program stored in the storage medium, 

and a screen saver carousel ("display cycle") stored in the storage medium. See col. 2, line 46 - 

col. 3, line 12. The method of Bixler adds an application handle (identifier) to execute an 

application in a screen saver mode to the screen saver carousel. See col. 3, lines 1 and 5. The 

method starts the screen saver program in response to exceeding a timeout period of inactivity 

(col. 3, lines 8-9) and selects the application handle to execute the application in the screen saver 

« 

mode. For example, see col. 7, lines 32-55. 

Referring to claim 25, the applications of Bixler (i.e. spreadsheets; col. 2, lines 7-15) 
must be installed on the display device (i.e. PDA). The method comprises selecting an option for 
the application to operate in the screen saver mode. See col. 2, lines 5 1-64, which describe the 
setup menus for selecting the applications that are to operate in the screen saver mode. 
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Referring to claim 26, the applications of Bixler (i.e. scheduling and appointment 
applications; col. 2, lines 7-15) are pre-installed on the device, and the method executes the 
application in a full application mode on the display device, and selects an option for installing a 
screen saver mode for the application to operate in the screen saver mode. See col. 2, lines 30-39 
and col. 10, lines 50-57, which describe the applications being executed in both full application 
mode and screen saver mode. 

Referring to claim 27, the method of Bixler monitors the display device for a timeout 
signal that the application has exceeded a time period allotted for operation in the screen saver 
mode. See col. 7, lines 17-21 . In response to the detecting the timeout signal, if another 
application has been configured to operate in a screen saver mode, Bixler executes another 
application in a screen saver mode associated with the another application. For example, see col. 
7, lines 32-55, which describe how several application are displayed in a screen saver mode in a 
"display cycle". 

Referring to claim 28, the method of Bixler monitors the display device for an input 
signal from a command entry, and if a signal is received from the command entry device after 
the application has been executed, determining whether the executed application operating in the 
screen saver mode is an interactive application, and if the executed application is an interactive 
program, terminating the screen saver program, and executing the interactive program in a full 
application mode. See col. 10, lines 50-58. 

Referring to claim 29, Bixler discloses a computer readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing steps comprising monitoring activity on a device having a 
display screen (col. 2, lines 46-5 1). Bixler determines whether a timeout period of inactivity on 
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the device has been exceeded (col. 7, lines 17-21). Bixler evaluates whether a screen saver 
carousel ("display cycle") contains application handles (identifiers), each of the application 
handles executing a respective application in a screen saver mode when selected. See col. 2, 
lines 33-39 and col. 7, lines 32-55 as examples. If the carousel ("display cycle") contains at least 
one application handle, and if the timeout period has been exceeded, Bixler selects the at least 
one application handle to execute the respective application. See col. 7, lines 32-55. 

Referring to claim 30, the activity being monitored in Bixler is the detection of input 
signals from a command entry device in communication with the device (col. 7, lines 17-21). If 
a signal is not received from the command entry device, if a timeout period for operation of the 
respective application is exceeded, and if the carousel contains more than one handle, Bixler 
selects a different handle to execute another respective application associated with the different 
handle. See col. 7, lines 32-55, which describe the "display cycle" of different applications. 

Referring to claim 3 1, the respective application associated with the at least one handle 
and the respective application associated with the different handle of Bixler are the same 
application configured for operation in different screen saver modes depending on the handle 
selected. See Figs. 7-14, which show the set-up menus, which may be configured for different 
screen saver modes. 

Referring to claim 32, the respective application associated with the at least one handle 
and the respective application associated with the different handle are different applications. See 
col. 7, lines 32-55 and col. 2, lines 6-15, which describe different applications that may run in the 
screen saver mode. 
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Referring to claim 33, Bixler discloses that the activity being monitored is the reception 
of input signals from a command entry device (keyboard or mouse) in communication with the 
device. Tf a signal is received from the command entry device, after the respective application is 
executed, Bixler determines whether the respective application currently operating in the screen 
saver mode is an interactive application, and if the respective application is an interactive 
program, Bixler terminates the screen saver program and executes the respective interactive 
program in full application mode. See col. 10, lines 50-58. 


Referring to claim 34, Bixler discloses a portable device (PDA; col. 2; line 51) 
comprising a display screen (Fig. 1, 103), a memory (Fig. 1, 101), and a command entry device 
(Fig. 1, 102). Bixler discloses a computer application stored in the memory, the application 
having at least one handle (identifier) executing the application in a screen saver mode when the 
at least one handle is selected. The application of Bixler is a program that is fully functional in a 
full application mode and that is less than fully functional in a screen saver mode. The 
application creates images for presentation on a display screen in the screen saver mode. See 
col. 2, lines 6-15 and col. 3, lines 1-12, which describe several applications that may be 
implemented and fully functional in a full application mode, such as e-mail, scheduling and 
appointment data, web-site content, etc., and is displayed less than fully functional in a screen 
saver mode. 

Bixler discloses a different computer application stored in the memory having at least one 
different handle executing the different application in a different screen saver mode when the at 
least one different handle is selected, rules for determining the scheduling for selecting the at 
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least one handle, and parameters (characteristics) associated with the at least 6ne handle for 
controlling operational aspects of the application. See col. 7, lines 32-55. 

Bixler discloses a screen saver program stored in the memory selecting the at least one 
application handle during operation of the screen saver program according to the rules, and a 
processor coupled to the memory that monitors the device for detecting inputs from the 
command entry device, determines whether a timeout period of inactivity from the inputs has 
been exceeded, and in accordance with the instructions from the screen saver program, selects 
the at least one handle stored in the carousel ("display cycle"). See col. 2, line 46 - col. 3, line 
12. 

If a signal is not received from the command entry device, if a timeout period for 
operation of the respective application is exceeded, and if the carousel contains more than one 
handle, Bixler selects a different handle to execute another respective application associated with 
the different handle. See col. 7, lines 32-55, which describe the "display cycle" of different 
applications. 

If a signal is received from the command entry device, after the respective application is 
executed, Bixler determines whether the respective application currently operating in the screen 
saver mode is an interactive application, and if the respective application is an interactive 
program, Bixler terminates the screen saver program and executes the respective interactive 
program in full application mode. See col. 10, lines 50-58. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1. 1 1 1(c) to consider 
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these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach 


screensavers in wireless devices that may be less than fully functional versions of applications. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawn M. Becker whose telephone number is 703-305-7756. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 8:00 - 5:30 and alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Cabeca can be reached on 703-305-3 116. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular 
communications and 703-745-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 


smb 

June 12, 2003 



